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mainly include incremental lines of enamel/dentin, 
neonatal lines, dentinal translucency, degree of formation 
of crown, and root. Incremental lines remain in the 
fossils and represent internal record and may serve as a 
valuable tool in age determination. Dentinal translucency 
is one of the morphohistological parameters considered 
best for dental age estimation not only in terms of 
accuracy but also in terms of simplicity.[8]

Eighty-one percent of the study population have said 
that they preserve the patient records and 48% of them 
preserve the case reports. Dentists should know not 
only the importance of preparing an accurate dental 
record but also the importance of preserving these 
records. These dental records serve the purpose of the 
future reference for their practice when needed and for 
medicolegal cases. As stated by the law, the records 
should be maintained for a minimum of 7 years to a 
maximum of 10 years for forensic purposes.[2]

Child abuse presents as a serious social problem with 
global dimensions, increasing at an alarming rate in 
all socioeconomic strata and in all ethnic or racial 
communities. All cases of child abuse that are greatly 
growing in number in day-to-day life should be detected 
as early as possible. 44.2% of the participants when they 
come across a child with signs and symptoms of abuse 
inform it to NGOs, 33.8% inform to the police, and 
22% inform to the parents. In recent past, it has been 
observed that in many of the child abuse cases, parents 
have been found as the main culprit.[2]

This study helps us to come to a consensus that there 
is a good knowledge about forensic odontology among 
the undergraduate dental students. The students have 
good theoretical exposure in college. However, the 
students need to have more practical exposure to put 
this knowledge into practice. With crime rates at its 
maximum these days, the students can make a career in 
forensic odontology. This study also shows the need and 

potential for forensic odontology to be considered as a 
separate specialty in dentistry.

conclusion

Forensic odontologist plays a major role in medicolegal 
cases, there is an urgent need to promote this specialty. 
The dental science graduates need to be sensitized 
toward this specialty and encouraged to be a part of 
investigation and identification teams. This can help 
establish forensic odontology as a separate specialty 
under dental sciences.
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Questionnaire 1
Forensic Odontology
Age: ________________  Sex: Male/Female ________________  Year of study: ________________

1. Are you aware of a branch in dentistry called forensic odontology?
a. Yes
b. No

2. Do you have “forensic odontology” as part of your curriculum?
a. Yes
b. No

3. What is the source of your knowledge about forensic odontology?
a. Workshops or lectures in college
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b. Media (internet, television etc.)
c. Newspapers
d. Others________________

4. Are you aware that a dentist can testify as an expert witness in court to present forensic dental evidence (dental 
records)?
a. Yes
b. No

5. Do you think forensic odontology plays a role in mass disaster?
a. Yes
b. No

6. Can teeth serve as a source of DNA?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Don’t know

7. Can sex determination can be done using barr bodies
a. Yes
b. No

8. Can enamel/dentin act as an aid for the identification of age
a. Yes
b. No

9. Do you think your knowledge level/awareness about forensic dentistry is adequate?
a. Yes
b. No

10. Are you interested in formal training in forensic odontology?
a. Yes
b. No

11. Do you think there is scope of forensic odontology as a profession?
a. Yes
b. No

12. Do you read forensic dentistry related journals?
a. Yes
b. No

13. Do you maintain the dental records of your patients?
a. Yes
b. No

14. If yes, Which of the following are maintained?
a. Casts
b. Radiograph
c. Patient photograph
d. Case record of the patient

15. What would you do if you identify signs and symptoms of child abuse?
a. Inform police
b. Inform nongovernmental organizations
c. Inform parents
d. Take no action


